OF THE FAMOUS MOLL FLANDERS.          109

with me, was indeed consider able, had it come safe,
and by the help of it, I might have married again
tolerably well; but as it was, I was reduced to be-
tween two or three hundred pounds in the whole,
and this without any hope of recruit. I was entirely
without friends, nay, even so much as without ac-
quaintances, for I found it was absolutely necessary
not to revive former acquaintance; and as for my
subtle friend that set me up formerly for a fortune,
she was dead and her husband also.

The looking after my cargo of goods soon after
obliged me to take a journey to Bristol, and during
my attendance upon that affair, I took the diver-
sion of going to Bath, for as I was still far from
being old, so my humour, which was always gay,
continued so to an extreme; and being now, as it
were, a woman of fortune, though I was a woman
without a fortune, I expected something or other
might happen in the way, that might mend my cir-
cumstances, as had been my case before.

Bath is a place of gallantry enough; expensive,
and full of snares ; 1 went thither indeed in the
view of taking what might offer; but I must do
myself that justice, as to protest I meant nothing
bat in an honest way, nor had any thoughts about
me at first that looked the way which afterwards
I suffered them to be guided.

Here I stayed the whole latter season, as it is
called there, and contracted some unhappy ac-
quaintance, which rather prompted the follies I fell
afterwards into, than fortified me against them.
I lived pleasantly enough, kept good company, that
is to say, gay, fine company; but had the discourage-
ment to find this way of living sunk me exceed-
ingly, and that as I had no settled income, so spend-
ing upon the mam stock was but-a certain kind of
bleeding to death ; and this gave me many sad re-